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Presidentôs Message 

 
 The WESTPEX 2010 Stamp Show is this year at the San Francisco Airport 

Marriott Hotel, April 23-25, 2010.  The RPSS meeting will be held Saturday, April 24, 

10:00am to 12:00, noon, Room 8024. So please join us if you can; we are planning an 

interesting and informative gathering. 

 

 Several exciting things are happening within the Society.  As many of you are 

aware, Jon Kawaguchi is our new editor, putting together this first FTTD. He is working 

on several RPSS catalogues. I am asking the membership to join me in welcoming Jon 

abroad:  letôs support him with some articles, studies, or a note of encouragement.   

 

 We are planning to publish one more journal this year and two catalogues. The 

Specialized Catalogue Part VI:  Air Mail Stamps, Special Delivery Stamp, Revenues, and 

Unemployment Insurance Revenue Stamps should be ready July/August.  Then in 

October/November, we hope to publish the Documents and Specialized Monographs  

Part VII, Fascicle 7, Commemorative Cancellations and Scenic Cancellations authorized 

by the Ryukyuan Postal Authorities catalogue.   

 

 We are also planning to put together another RPSS Auction this Fall, So gather up 

all of your duplicates and get them ready to sell in our auction.  Then, youôll have extra 

funds to buy something for your collection! 

 

 I have asked Laura Edmonds, our Secretary, to research East Coast stamp shows, 

so we can establish an ñEastern RPSS meeting,ò to become better acquainted with the 

members in the East.  Please feel free to contact Laura if you have suggestions or ideas of 

a big APS show where we could meet. 

 

Best wishes and happy stamp hunting, 

 

Ron Brawner, President    

 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

 
As of April 1, 2010, there is a balance of $7,300.78 and there are no outstanding bills.   

 

John Beck, Treasurer 
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Secretaryôs Report 
As of March 28, 2010 

 

A lot has happened since our last journal! 

 

Congratulations our new Vice-President, our new Editor, and all of the new Directors on their election to our Societyôs 

representation. A special thanks to those who have stepped in to fill those positions left vacant by the recent passing 

away of our long-time members. Thanks to all of those who filled these rolls in the past and those that continue to do 

so. I would also like to welcome our new and returning members to the Society! 

 

Thanks to all of you who renewed your 2010 Regular and Sustaining memberships and gave so generously to the 

Publications Fund! Our Society depends on your support and we greatly appreciate your participation and 

contributions. If you haven't renewed your membership, 2010 renewals are now due and forms for renewal are being 

sent via letter. 

 

Late last year, my husband and I went to Maine, and picked up the Societyôs back stock of publications from Mrs. Fumi 

Head, the late John Headôs widow. We would like to thank Mrs. Head for her wonderful hospitality and courtesy 

during our visit. I completed an inventory of the stock, and now back issues found of From The Dragonôs Den and 

RPSS catalogues are now available for purchase!  A list of publications available for order is included in this journal. 

Thanks to all for their patience while the inventory was in progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT ACTIVITY  

 

ACTIVE MEMBERS  

171 

 

 
Thanks again to all of you! 

I hope you enjoy the latest journal! 

 

 

 

 

Laura Edmonds, Secretary 
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Editorôs Notes 
 

 When Ron Brawner compiled and the society released Part VII, Fascicle 6, RPSS 

Listing of the Official Cachets Authorized by Ryukyuan Postal Authorities (1948-1958) 

and of The Commercial/Private Cachets Appearing of First Day of Issue, Last Day of 

Sale, and Last Day of Use Covers of the B-Yen Issues (1950-1958), in 2008, it sparked an 

interest and I wanted to open my albums again. I havenôt opened them in many years. In 

the Fall 2009, Ron and I began to correspond and he wanted to produce another mini 

catalogue about Stamp Brochures.  So I volunteered.  I completed it in a couple of weeks 

and I informed Ron, I was willing do some other listings.  What Ron really wanted to be 

completed was the Specialized Catalogue Part VI:  Air Mail Stamps, Special Delivery 

Stamp, Revenues, and Unemployment Insurance Revenue Stamps of the Central 

Government.  Ron sent me a copy of Part VI Preliminary Catalogue that Arthur Askins 

and George MacLellan has started in 1989.  I had enough information and materials that 

Iôd gotten over the years to start on Part VI.  Then, Arthur Askins sent a box of his 

research materials on the Air Mails to me.   With Arthurôs materials and help from Ron 

Brawner, Part VI is nearly ready for publishing.   

 

 For the past few months, Iôve been writing Part IV.  The long awaited Specialized 

Catalogue: Postage Stamps of the B-Yen Era, as well as, the Currency Conversion 

Provisional Series (Scott No. 44-53) and both are nearly in their preliminary versions. 

Other items currently in the works: Philatelic Materials and Announcements; 

Commemorative Cancellations with cachets and Scenic Cancellations; Tuberculosis 

Prevention Seals; and Mihons.  Also, Iôm working on Part II:  3
rd

 edition of Postal 

Stationery of the Central Governments.     

  

 Another area of importance is to digitize as much of the Ryukyu Philatelic 

information and materials.  It has been suggested to digitalize FTDD, RPSS publications, 

and Other Journals relating to Ryukyuan Philately (such as Ryukyu Collectors Club 

Bulletin, Jim Wongôs IRSACS, Ryukyu Philatelic Societyôs Postscripts, etc.).  We hope 

to make these materials available to the membership in the future.    

 

 A BIG THANKS goes to Arthur Askins for the wonderful work he has done with 

publishing the FTDD for the past few years.   Also, THANKS to Ron Brawner for his 

desire and assistance in releasing new Specialized Catalogues and Handbooks.  

 

 For 2010, the plan is to release 2 FTDDs and two catalogues.  In the next couple 

of years, we hope to release a number of Catalogues and Handbooks.   I would appreciate 

assistance from the membership. Please send articles, photos of interest, little tidbits of 

information, etc. to me.       

 

 In the following pages is a brief Publication Outline of what has been published and 

hopefully future releases.   
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PUBLICATIONS OUTLINE  
 

Listed below is a brief listing of what the Society has published in the past and potential 

releases as they become ready.  Also, a number of these publications are currently 

available for sale through the societyôs publications section (refer to page 29).    

 

HANDBOOKS AND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUES 

OF POSTAL ISSUES OF THE RYUKYU (Liu Chôiu) ISLANDS 

(Issued Under United States Administrations) 

 

Part I  Provisional Postal Stationery of the Gunto Governments 

2
nd

 edition     

 

 

Part II    Central Government Postal Stationery 
2

nd
 edition   

 

 

3
rd

 edition 

 

 

 

Part III  Provisional Postage Stamps and Revenue Issues 
3

rd
 edition 

 

 

 

Part IV     Central Government Postal Issues:  B-Yen Denomination 

1
st
 edition 

 

 

 

Part V  Central Government Postal Issues:  Dollar Denomination 

Fascicle 1 

1
st
 edition  

 

 

 

Fascicle 2 

1
st
 edition  

 

 

 

 

 

Melvin Schoberlin. Postal Stationery of the Gunto Governments. Edited by 

Arthur  L-F. Askins, Berkeley, CA: RPSS, 1978  (Available for sale) 

 

Melvin Schoberlin and Arthur L-F Askins. Postal Stationery of the Central 

Governments, Berkeley, CA:  RPSS, 1979.  (Available for sale) 

Postal Stationery of the Central Governments 1948 ï 1972, Alameda, CA:  

RPSS  

Preliminary Version:  2011 

 

Arthur L-F Askins and George MacLellan.  The Nansei Shoto Provisional 

Postage and Revenue Stamps. Berkeley, CA:  RPSS, 1997.  

(Available for sale) 

 

Postage Stamps of the Central Governments: The B-Yen Issues, 1948 ï 

1958.  Alameda, CA: RPSS, 2010. 

Preliminary Version:  Late 2010/Early 2011 

Postage Stamps of the Central Governments:. Currency Conversion 

Provisional Series. 1958. Ed. Jon B. Kawaguchi. Alameda, CA: RPSS. 

Preliminary Version:  Late 2010/Early 2011 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Version being worked on starting January 2010 

. 

 

 

Postage Stamps of the Central Governments: The Dollar Issues, 1958 ï 

1972. Alameda, CA: RPSS. 

Preliminary Version:  Sections will be part of a continuing series in the 

FTDD. 

 

 Vol. 30 No. 1       (Whole No. 91)    April 2010 

    5                                                                                             



Vol. 30   No. 1              (Whole No. 91)       April 2010 

 

Part VI  Central Government Postal Issues: Air  Mail Stamps, Special Delivery  

  Stamps, Revenue Stamps, and Unemployment Insurance Revenue  

  Issues:  B-Yen and Dollar Denominations 

 

1
st
 edition 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Part VII           Documents and Specialized Monographs [issued in Fascicles] 

    

Fascicle 1 

 

 

Fascicle 2 

 

 

 

Fascicle 3 

 

 

 

 

Fascicle 4 

 

 

 

Fascicle 5 

 

 

 

Fascicle 6 
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Air Mail Stamps, Special Delivery Stamp, Revenues, and Unemployment 

Insurance Revenue Stamps of the Central Governments:  B-yen and Dollar 

Denominations.  Alameda, CA:  RPSS 2010.   

 

 

Lassiter, William C. and Billie A. Caler.  War Diary of Military Government 

Detachment B-101-X. Ed. Arthur A-L Askins.  Berkeley, CA:  RPSS 1981. 

 

HIRATA Shiichi.  Immediate Postwar History of the Okinawa Postal 

Administration. Translated by Nobu Vogel. Ed. Arthur L-F Askins. 

Berkeley, CA:  RPSS 1982. 

 

SHIGEMURA Kuniyoshi. History of the Development of the 

Communications Service in Amami Oshima after its Separation from Japan. 

Translated by Nobu Vogel. Ed. Arthur L-F Askins. Berkeley, CA:  RPSS 

1983. 

 

TOMIYAMA Jojin. Miyako Island Postal History during and after the War. 

Translated by Nobu Vogel. Ed. Arthur L-F Askins. Berkeley, CA:  RPSS 

1985. 

 

KIKUZATO Kyobun.  Battle Records of the Former Communications 

employees of Okinawa.  Kume Shima Post Office Portion.    Translated by 

Nobu Vogel. Ed. Arthur L-F Askins. Berkeley, CA:  RPSS 1988. 

 

RPSS Listing of the Official Cachets Authorized by Ryukyuan Postal 

Authorities (1948-1958) and of The Commercial/Private Cachets Appearing 

of First Day of Issue, Last Day of Sale, and Last Day of Use Covers of the B-

Yen Issues (1950-1958).  Preface: Arthur L-F Askins. Compiler:  Ron 

Brawner. Tehachapi, CA:  RPSS 2008.  (Available for sale) 



Vol. 30   No. 1              (Whole No. 91)       April 2010 

 

The fascicles that have been assigned official numbers are in preliminary version form 

and currently being evaluated; and others without number designation will be started in 

the future.   

 

Part VII  Documents and Specialized Monographs      [issued in Fascicles] 

 

Fascicle 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Fascicle 8 

 

 

 

Fascicle 9 

 

 

Fascicle 10 

 

 

Fascicle 11 

 

 

Fascicle 12 

 

Fascicle  

 

Fascicle 

 

Fascicle 

 

Fascicle 

 

Fascicle  

  

 

There are other areas that could be added in the future such as Postal Rates, Designers, 

Labels, etc.   
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Commemorative Cancellations and Scenic Cancellations Authorized by 

Ryukyuan Postal Authorities; Private and Commercial Cancellations; and 

Small Japanese Commemorative Cancellations. Alameda, CA:  RPSS 

2010. 

Preliminary Version: Mid 2010 

 

Official Publicity Materials and Announcements of the Central 

Governments.  (1948 ï 1972).  Alameda, CA:  RPSS 2010. 

Preliminary Version:   Mid/Late 2010 

 

Tuberculosis Prevention Seals 1952 ï 1972.  Alameda, CA:  RPSS 2010.  

Preliminary Version:  Mid/Late 2010 

 

Mihons.  Alameda, CA:  RPSS 2010. 

Preliminary Version:  Late 2010/Early 2011 

 

First Flights Covers. Alameda, CA:  RPSS 2010.  

Preliminary Version:  Late 2010/Early 2011 

 

Proofs, Unissued Stamps, etc. 

 

Handstamps of the Central Governments  

 

Seals of the Central Government, and Non-Postal Seals  

 

Cancellations:  Postal Cancellations + Non-postal      

 

Cachets:  Dollar Issues: Envelopes and Postal Stationery: B-Yen Issues 

 

Official Documents:  Postal Issues, Postal Systems and Operations 
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 Itôs hoped that this will be a continuing series in the future FTDD.   The basic 

information will be included in this Preliminary Listing.   In the finished Catalogue, there 

will be additional information and photos.   

 

HANDBOOKS AND SPECIALIZED CATALOGUES 

OF POSTAL ISSUES OF THE RYUKYU (Liu Chôiu) ISLANDS 

(Issued Under United States Administrations) 

 

Part V 

Fascicle 2 

Postage Stamps of the Central Government:  The Dollar Denominations 

Preliminary Listing  

1958  

 

RESTORATION OF SHUREI -NO MON COMMEMORATIVE STAMP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A54 

 
Designer:   ISAGAWA Shin     Photogravure by the Japan Printing Bureau 

 

1958  48 x 32mm 

 

This stamp commemorates the Restoration of the Shurei-no-mon. Shurei-no-mon (Gate 

of Courtesy) was destroyed during the World War II.  Plans to restore the Gate at its 

original site took place in February 1956.  The gate was completed in October 1958.   
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RESTORATION OF SHUREI -NO MON COMMEMORATIVE STAMP  

BASIC LISTING  

 

54 A54 3¢  Turquoise, apple green, brown red, and pale brown,  

   Shurei-no-mon.  October 15, 1958   (1,500,000)   

  

    Imprint Single 

  Imprint Block of 4 

  Sheet 

  First Day Cover 

  First Day Cover, with commemorative cancellation, CC22, 

       [see Part VII, Fascicle 7] 

  First Day Cover, with private cachet  

  Used, on cover 

  

 Plates:     2     

 Printings:   1 

 Unwatermarked  

 Gummed 

 Sheet Composition:  2x 5 [Meihan Type, position 9] 

 Perforation:   13.0 x 13.3 

 Sheet Perforation Disposition:  T or I (Through the top selvage or no perforation 

 in the selvage.) 

  

   

 1,000 copies were placed in the PSA specimen collection 

 
 

 

SPECIALIZED  LISTING  

 

 

 s54a  ñCracked Postò Variety, position 9 

    Only on one plate 

  

 s54b  ñOff-setò or ñMirror Imageò Variety 
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RESTORATION OF SHUREI -NO MON COMMEMORATIVE STAMP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publicity Photo of No. 54 

 

On July 18, 1958, the Postal Services Agency mailed to customers a photo of the 

upcoming stamp commemorating the rebuilding of the Shurei-no-mon (Gate of 

Courtesy).  This photo does not match the stamp released a few months later.  The 

denomination was changed due to the Currency Conversion from B-yen to U.S. Dollar.  

The value on the publicity photo was 4 yen while the value on the actual stamp was 3¢.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s54b  ñOff-setò or ñMirror Imageò Variety 
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